Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

BrynMawr Sunday, September 28, 2025
Presbyterian Chureh 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary
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Gathering of God’s People

Please note that online worshippers join the livestream at 9:50 a.m.

We invite you to prepare for worship in quiet reflection.

PRELUDE Scherzo, Op. 2 Maurice Duruflé

James Kealey, organist
WELCOME Rachel Pedersen

Please stand, if able.

CALL TO WORSHIP

One Beloved, let us love one another,
All for love is from God.
One God’s love was revealed among us in this way:
All God sent Jesus into the world that we might live through him.
One Since God loved us so much,
All we also ought to love one another.
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CALL TO CONFESSION AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION

All

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,

word, and deed. We have not loved you with our whole heart, mind,
soul and strength; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In
your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and

walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

A moment of silence for personal reflection and confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

During the Sung Response, children are invited to come forward for the Children’s Moment.
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Proclamation of the Word

CHILDREN’S MOMENT & THIRD GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION
Following the Children’s Moment, children K - grade 5 depart for their Sunday School classes.

SENDING HYMN  Go Now Children With Our Blessing
Go now, children with our blessing, to love and serve the Lord. May God Bless you.

Rachel Pedersen

May God guard you. May the light of God shine upon you, and may God be gracious to

you. May the presence of God be with you. May the presence of God be with you, and

give you peace.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Rebecca Kirkpatrick



FIRST LESSON 1 Corinthians 12:1-13
(pg. 174 in pew Bible)

Now concerning spiritual gifts,
brothers and sisters, I do not want you
to be ignorant. You know that when
you were gentiles you were enticed
and led astray to idols that could

not speak. Therefore I want you to
understand that no one speaking by
the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus
be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus
is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.
Now there are varieties of gifts but the
same Spirit, and there are varieties

of services but the same Lord, and
there are varieties of activities, but it
is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. To each is given
the manifestation of the Spirit for

the common good. To one is given
through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom and to another the utterance

ANTHEM How Excellent Thy Name

of knowledge according to the same
Spirit, to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the
one Spirit, to another the working of
powerful deeds, to another prophecy,
to another the discernment of spirits,
to another various kinds of tongues, to
another the interpretation of tongues.
All these are activated by one and the
same Spirit, who allots to each one
individually just as the Spirit chooses.
For just as the body is one and has
many members, and all the members
of the body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ. For in the one
Spirit we were all baptized into one
body—]Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and we were all made to drink of one
Spirit.

Howard Hanson

O Lord our Lord, how excellent Thy name in all the earth! Who hast set Thy glory above

the heavens. Alleluia. When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon
and stars, which Thou hast ordained; What is man that Thou art mindful of him? And
the Son of man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast made him a little lower than the

angels and hast crowned him with glory and honor. Thou madest him to have dominion

over the works of Thy hands; Thou hast put all things under his feet.

SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
(pg. 175 in pew Bible)

If I speak in the tongues of humans
and of angels but do not have love, I
am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.
And if T have prophetic powers and
understand all mysteries and all

Agnes W. Norfleet

knowledge and if I have all faith so as
to remove mountains but do not have
love, I am nothing. If I give away all
my possessions and if I hand over my
body so that I may boast but do not



have love, I gain nothing,

Love is patient; love is kind; love is

not envious or boastful or arrogant

or rude. It does not insist on its own
way; it is not irritable; it keeps no
record of wrongs; it does not rejoice in
wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth.
It bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never ends. But as for
prophecies, they will come to an end;
as for tongues, they will cease; as for
knowledge, it will come to an end. For
we know only in part, and we prophesy

One 'The Word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God.

SERMON The Hard Work of Love

only in part, but when the complete
comes, the partial will come to an
end. When [ was a child, I spoke like a
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned
like a child. When I became an adult,

I put an end to childish ways. For now
we see only a reflection, as in a mirror,
but then we will see face to face. Now
I know only in part; then I will know
fully, even as I have been fully known.
And now faith, hope, and love remain,
these three, and the greatest of these is
love.

Agnes W. Norfleet

Sacred Texts for Beloved Community Series

Response to the Word

Please stand, if able.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Rebecca Kirkpatrick

One  You, O God, are supreme and holy.

All You create our world and give us life. Your purpose overarches
everything we do. You have always been with us. You are God.

One  You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure.

All You came to us before we came to you. You have revealed and proved
your love for us in Jesus Christ, who lived and died and rose again. You
are with us now. You are God.

One  You, O God, are Holy Spirit.

All You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. You empower us to be

your gospel in the world.
~ from A Liturgical Affirmation

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

All

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Sing, My Soul, His Wondrous Love Sarah MacDonald
Sing, my soul, his wondrous love, who, from yon bright throne above, ever watchful

oer our race, still extends to us his grace. Heaven and earth by him were made; all is

by his scepter swayed; what are we that he should show so much love to us below?
God, the merciful and good, bought us with the Savior’s blood, and, to make salvation

sure, guides us by his Spirit pure. Sing, my soul, adore his Name! Let his glory be thy

theme: praise him till he calls thee home; trust his love for all to come.

Please fill in the Friendship Pad at the end of your pew; pass it down your row and back again.



Please stand, if able.

DOXOLOGY 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rebecca Kirkpatrick

HYMN 652 A Grateful Heart

ROCKINGHAM
i . . | |
GRS | ; : =
J $ . v
1 A grate - ful heart is what I bring, a song of
2 Your name is known in all the lands. You feed the
3 With sav - ing love you set us free, and still  you
/\ /'\
_“’ I"I [>] ' P -~ <~ -~
) g B e 2  —
I I I I I
I N r < N
-4 e E——— |
. = I I
& 25 i3 G —*
praise, my of - fer - ing. A - mong the saints I
poor with gen - tle hands. Your word is true, your
dwell in mys - ter -y with  wis - dom none can
P
e . . s,
)4 = = o
O] = | nﬁ
4 I I
| F v
& | N
s —ia | ! e |
® it | =
Y ' © &
i rr
lift my voice: in you, O God, I will re - joice.
works are just; in you, O God, the faith - ful trust.
com - pre-hend. Your praise, O God, will nev - er end.
- E—-——
DIES=== S = ===
N — | | ) o 1
1 | ' | | | "
~——

BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE

Agnes W. Norfleet



POSTLUDE Allegro Moderato from Symphonie VI, Op. 42 Charles-Marie Widor
Jeffrey Brillhart, organist

Worship Notes

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Anne and Bradford Smith and
Alec Temoyan.
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES
Bibles will be presented to the following third graders during the 10:00 a.m.
Service. Bibles are provided by the Catherine C. Miller Fund of The Bryn
Mawr Presbyterian Church Foundation.

Smyth Patrick Gallagher Bowen Foster Read

Ivy B. Gillette* Avery Elizabeth Rota *

Katherine Elizabeth Graham Elinor Marian Sampson*

Richard S. Griffith IV* Samuel Scheuerman®

June Michaelis Gunther William Holland Schneider

Henley Elizabeth Hirt Stella Ann Takvorian

Piper McKenna Ivens* Benjamin MacGregor Watts

Eliza Annabelle Pierce * not in attendance

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
from a Liturgical Affirmation—- A New Zealand Prayer Book/Karakia Mihinare o
Aotearoa (The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia 1997).
TODAY'S MUSIC
Experiencing the teleology of worship in real time (in person or online) is always
more than the sum of its parts. We experience together a journey, beginning as we
enter and hear the prelude, ready to hear the Word of God through scripture, the
sermon, musical offerings, and our shared commonality of love for this place, and
as we are sent forth into the world in the benediction and postlude. We enter wor-
ship with a familiar and rousing hymn of welcome, and the first anthem centers our
hearts and minds on the role that God plays in our lives. We then begin to turn our
attention to the scripture offered today, centering around love. Sarah MacDonald’s
delightful hymn anthem Sing My Soul, His Wondrous Love, and the final hymn are
gentle reminders of the thanks we give to God for His love for us, even when it may
be challenging.
--James Kealey, Co-Director of Music & Fine Arts
PLAYING THE CARILLON
Rob Mygatt
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WELCOME TO
BRYN MAWR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Welcome to Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church as we enter this vibrant season of gathering,

growing, and reconnecting. In these weeks, our ministries come alive with opportunities to

learn, serve, and share in fellowship. Whether you are returning after the summer or visiting

for the very first time, we are grateful for your presence in this community of faith.

Together, we seek to follow Christ with open hearts and willing hands. Inside this bulletin,

you'll find ways to participate in worship, programs, and mission. May this season be a time of

renewal and joy as we journey together in faith.

Ayrea—

The Rev. Dr. Agnes W. Norfleet
Senior Pastor

NEW HERE?

We are pleased that you are joining us as we
worship God this morning. We invite you to
introduce yourself to one of our pastors in the
Atrium following the worship service. All of
our programs, ministries, and opportunities
for mission are open to everyone. Learn more

at bmpc.org

T-COIL HEARING LOOP AVAILABLE

BMPC’s Sanctuary and Congregational Hall
are equipped with a T-Coil hearing loop sys-
tem to enhance sound clarity for those with
hearing aids or cochlear implants with a tele-
coil (“T” setting). Portable receiver units are
also available in the Sanctuary upon request.
We hope this technology enriches your wor-
ship experience!

CHILDCARE ON SUNDAY

Childcare is available on Sundays from
7:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for children ages six
months and older. Please contact the Rev.
Rachel Pedersen, RachelPedersen@bmpc.

org or Childcare Coordinator Erika Henry,

childcare@bmpc.org with any questions.

LIVESTREAMED CHURCH SERVICES
Our Sunday 10:00 a.m. service is livestreamed
and can be viewed at www.bmpc.org/live or

on our YouTube channel. A recording of the
service will also be available on our Worship
Services website page and Vimeo channel
starting Monday. If you are attending in
person and prefer not to be on camera, please
speak with an usher who will seat you in an
area off camera.
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Announcements

TODAY

Microaggressions in the Church. Sun.,
Sept. 28, 11:15 a.m., Congregational Hall. Join
Dr. Cody Sanders, of Luther Seminary, for

a powerful conversation based on his book
Microaggressions in Ministry, exploring how
subtle acts of exclusion and bias show up in
faith communities. This class will invite us to
reflect on our own practices and learn how
to cultivate more just, inclusive, and compas-
sionate spaces for all. This class is sponsored
by the BMPC Anti-Racism Committee.

UPCOMING & ONGOING

Peace and Global Witness Offering.
Support our Peacemaking Committee’s work
against gun violence in Greater Philadelphia
by donating to this offering through envelopes
in the pews today by writing “Peacemaking”
on the memo line of your check. You may give
online: bitly/BMPCPeaceOffering

Join a Connection Group. You are invited to
be a part of our growing small group ministry,
where weekly small gatherings of about ten
BMPC members nurture faith, friendship, and
meaningful conversation. Together we share
life, grow spiritually, and build a community
rooted in Christ’s love. Join a group by
contacting RebeccaKirkpatrick@bmpc.org

Digging Deeper. Sundays, Sept. 21 - Nov. 9,
8:45 a.m., Witherspoon Parlor. This fall’s class
will explore the topic, Creation, Covenant,
and Christ: Genesis and Christian Belief.
Jesus, his disciples, and the early church
treasured the scriptures we call the Old
Testament. Reading the book of Genesis, we

will explore the ties between its themes - of
creation and covenant, sin and redemption,
suffering and providence — and the Church’s
developing understanding of God as known
in Christ. This fall’s class will be led by

Dr. Joshua Yoder. To sign up and receive

the reading packet for the class, contact.
JenniferMcArthur@bmpc.org

Choristers. Wednesdays, starting Oct. 1,
5:00 - 6:00 p.m., Fine Arts Center & Ed. Bldg.
Sing with the BMPC Choristers! Children
and youth from Pre-K through 12th grade
are invited to be part of BMPC’s vibrant
choir program, where young singers grow
in faith, friendship, and musical skill. With
age-appropriate groups, from joyful music
and movement for our youngest choristers
to deeper musical training for older youth,
there’s a place for every child who loves

to sing. No experience is needed, just
enthusiasm! Families are encouraged to
register now at bit.ly/BMPCchoristers

Mind, Body, Spirit: The What, Why, and
How of Managing Anxiety. Wed., Oct. 1,
8,22, 7:00 p.m., Witherspoon Parlor. Feeling
anxious has become an increasing issue

for many of us. We will explore a variety of
solutions, including mindset management
tools, meditation, contemplative prayer, and
breathwork, among others, to allow us to
self-manage anxious feelings. This class will
be taught by BMPC member Terry Charlton.
Contact, KikiMcKendrick@bmpc.org

Singing for Life. Starting Thurs., Oct. 2, 9:30
a.m. - 10:45 a.m., Fine Arts Center. Join us for
the Fall 2025 semester of Singing for Life, a
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weekly program of singing and physical/vocal
exercises for those aged 55 and older. Open
to all, membership does not require BMPC
affiliation. Registration for the semester is
$75. Sign up at bit.ly/S41.Fall2025 or email
ToriFisher@bmpc.org or call 610-520-8836.

Lyric Fest Concert Biography in Music

— Winnaretta Singer Polignac. Sat., Oct.

4, 3:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Lyric Fest presents
Biography in Music: Winaretta Singer
Polignac, a concert in the Sanctuary. These
unique programs blend storytelling and
song to illuminate remarkable lives through
music. Tickets can be purchased online at
bit.ly/BMPCLyricFestOctober Use the code
BMP(C2526 for discounted tickets.

Looking for a Church Home? Sun., Oct. 5,
11:15 a.m., Witherspoon Parlor. Join Rebecca
Kirkpatrick and Liz Ellis for our “Discover
BMPC” new member class, which will give
you an opportunity to become acquainted,
ask questions, and learn more about our
church, Presbyterian heritage, and mission.
Inquirers welcome. Visit bit.ly/DiscoverBMPC

to register. Questions? Contact LizEllis@
bmpc.org

What the Church Has to Learn from
Internet Conspiracism. Sun., Oct. 5, 11:15
a.m., Fullerton Room. The rise of conspiracy
theories on the internet presents many
difficult challenges, especially for churches
called to proclaim truth. This conversation
will be led by the Rev. Andy Greenhow, who
argues that through reclaiming the weirdness
of our Christian tradition and loving those
struggling to find community, the church can
begin to address the harm done by internet
conspiracism.

Blessing of the Animals. Sun., Oct. 5, 4:00
p.m., Front Lawn. Gather for fellowship,
singing, scripture, prayers, and individual
blessings of companion animals, featuring the
local folk band Midnight on the Water.

The Labyrinth Ministry. Tues., Oct. 7,

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m., Congregational Hall.

All are invited to walk our Chartres canvas
labyrinth. Quiet your mind, calm your
anxieties, welcome insight and reduce stress.
If your group is over five people, kindly let
KikiMcKendrick@bmpc.org know ahead of
time.

Holy Leisure Potluck. Fri., Oct. 10, 6:00 p.m.,
Home of Barbara Cobb, Wayne. Join us for

a Holy Leisure Potluck and discussion. Page
Talbott, M.A., Ph.D., Director of Museum
Outreach, Lenfest Center for Cultural
Partnership at Drexel University, will lead
the topic: “Contemporary Stories; Historical
Artifacts.” RSVP online with a shared food
item at bit.ly/HolyLeisureOct2025 Contact
bmpc.holy.leisure@gmail.com

Environmental Justice and Racial Injustice
in Southwest Philadelphia. Sun., Oct. 12,
11:15 a.m., Fullerton Room. In his book,
Tinicum and Eastwick, author and activist
Will Caverly explores the entwined histories
of ecological degradation and systemic
racism, revealing how environmental and
racial injustices have shaped the lived
experiences of communities in Southwest
Philadelphia. Join us as Will shares his work
and engages us in a conversation around our
own work as advocates for justice.
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Youth Positive Parenting Series. Sun.,

Oct. 12, 6:00 p.m., Witherspoon & Youth
Lounge. For this monthly series, experts
from the Middleton Counseling Center

will offer positive parenting strategies for
parents of 6th-12th graders, with concurrent
programming for youth. Adults will meet in
Witherspoon Parlor; youth meet in the Youth
Lounge. Contact AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org

Member Perspectives: Artists of BMPC.
Submission Form Due Sun., Oct. 19. BMPC
invites members to share their creativity in
Member Perspectives: Artists of BMPC, an
exhibition on view Nov. 2 - Dec. 21. Artists
may submit two-dimensional, hangable works
in any medium by completing the intent-to-
participate form and delivering installation-
ready artwork on Tues., Oct. 28, from 9:00 a.m.
- 4:00 p.m. in the BMPC Gallery. The show
opens on Sunday, November 2, at 11:15 AM.
Submit works using the online form at bit.ly/
MembersShow2025

Join Us in the Fight Against Hunger.
Through the BMPC Hunger Fund, our
congregation supports more than eighteen
food pantries and feeding programs in
Greater Philadelphia and helps provide over
1,000 casseroles each year. Your gifts make
this possible and strengthen the work of our
partners serving neighbors in need. Give
using the white Hunger Envelopes in your
pew rack or make a one-time or recurring gift
online: onrealm.org/bmpc/give/hunger

CARING AND SHARING

Flower Ministry. The BMPC Flower
Committee needs volunteers to re-arrange
the Sanctuary flowers after worship so

the Deacons can deliver them to at-home
members. This meaningful ministry

takes about an hour following the 10:00
a.m. service. New members are especially

encouraged to join! Contact MargoBennett@
comcast.net

Soup Needed. We are replenishing our Soup
Ministry supply! Please consider dropping off
some soup of your favorite comforting recipe
to be given to those in the congregation who
need it. We have quart & pint containers
with spill-proof lids and freezer-proof labels
that you can pick up from the church. Please
include the kind of soup, ingredients, and
date made. For more information, please
contact KathrynWest@bmpc.org
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

7:45 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:55 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

2:00 p.m.

Childcare (infant - age 5), Ed. Bldg., Rm. 101
Worship with Communion, Chapel

Sunday Morning Discussion Group, Cannon Room
Art@9, Ed. Bldg., Rm. 102

Digging Deeper, Witherspoon Parlor

Filling the Well, Ed. Bldg., Rm. 105

Flora & Fauna Exhibit, Gallery

3rd Grade Bible Breakfast, Congregational Hall
Sunday School Ages 2s, 3s, and Pre-K, Ed. Bldg.
Worship with Sanctuary Choir, Sanctuary & Livestreamed
Youth Gathering (Gr. 6-12), Gymnasium

Sunday School K-5th Grade, Ed. Bldg.

Family Fellowship, Ed. Bldg. Hall

Atrium Cafe, Atrium

Microaggressions in the Church, Congregational Hall

Microaggressions in Ministry Training for Church Leaders, Congregational Hall

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

7:30 p.m.

Fit4Mom, Gymnasium

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 p.m.

1:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Yoga for Life (hybrid), Gymnasium

TaiChi (hybrid), Gymnasium

Visual Arts Committee Meeting, Gloucester Room
Parkinson’s Support Group, Cannon Room

Dance for Parkinson’s Disease, Gymnasium

BMPC Tutoring Program Tutor Training, Ed. Bldg. Hall
Handbell Ensemble Rehearsal, Fine Arts Center

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1



9:30 a.m.  Yoga206 Bone Boost, Gymnasium
10:00 a.m. Coffee Cup Bible Study, Cannon Room
430 pm.  Wednesday Connection Group, Converse House Parlor
4:30 p.m.  Piano Class A, Fine Arts Center
5:00 p.m.  Chorister Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room
5:00 pm.  Junior Chorister Rehearsal, Ed. Bldg. Hall
5:30 pm. Wednesday Night Dinner, Congregational Hall
6:00 p.m.  Piano Class B, Fine Arts Center
7:00 pm.  Mind, Body, Spirit: Managing Anxiety, Witherspoon Parlor
7:00 pm.  Student Serve, Gymnasium Youth Lounge
7:00 pm.  Worldwide Ministries Council Meeting, Cannon Room
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2
9:00 a.m. Doing Good Together Service Day, Congregational Hall
9:30 am.  Singing for Life Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room
6:00 pm. Refugee Support Committee Meeting, Cannon Room
6:15p.m.  Choir Leadership Meeting, Witherspoon Parlor
7:00 pm.  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Fine Arts Center
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3
No events scheduled
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4
7:00 am.  Fit4dMom, Gymnasium
7:00 a.m.  Saturday Morning Mens Connection Group, Converse House Parlor
3:00 p.m.  Lyric Fest Concert: Biography in Music, Sanctuary
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5
8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion, Chapel
10:00 a.m. Worship with Sanctuary Choir, Sanctuary and Livestreamed

The Rev. Dr. Agnes W. Norfleet will preach.
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Your generosity can make a profound
difference at Bryn Mawr Presbyterian
Church. Join us in spreading love

and hope by giving at bit.ly/
BMPCGiveOnline or simply scan the

QR code to the right. Every donation,
no matter the size, fuels our mission
to create a more faithful, just, and
compassionate community. Together,

let’s make a lasting impact!

BrynMawr

Presbyterian Church

CONNECT WITH US

BrynMawrPres

o user/brynmawrpres

Worship Staff

Agnes W. Norfleet, Pastor

Andy Greenhow, Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families
Rebecca Kirkpatrick, Associate Pastor for Adult Education & Mission
Rachel Pedersen, Associate Pastor for Children & Family Ministry
Jeffrey Brillhart, Director of Music & Fine Arts

James Kealey, Co-Director of Music & Fine Arts

Daniel Carroll, Organ Scholar



