First Sunday of Advent

BrynMawr Sunday, November 30, 2025
Presbyterian Church 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary

625 Montgomery Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 | (610) 525-2821 | bmpc.org



Gathering of God’s People

Please note that online worshippers join the livestream at 9:50 a.m.

We invite you to prepare for worship in quiet reflection.

PRELUDE

Two Settings of “Savior of the Nations, Come” J. S. Bach
Dieterich Buxtehude
Jeffrey Brillhart, organist

WELCOME Rebecca Kirkpatrick

Please stand, if able.

CALL TO WORSHIP

One Listen to the promise: in the days to come, the Lord’s house shall be
established.
All The nations shall stream to it.
One They will learn God’s ways and walk in the path.
All Nation will not lift up sword against nation.
One Neither shall they learn war anymore.
All Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
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CALL TO CONFESSION AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Monika, Michael & Nick Bollinger

Merciful God, we come before you with timelines and agendas, wondering,
“How long, O Lord?”

Give us patience in our waiting,.

One

All
One
All
One
All
One

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

James, Cindy, John,

We come before you cynically believing that the world will never change.

Open our eyes to see your Spirit at work.

We come before you, content to stand by and unwilling to take action.

Empower us to act with words and deeds.

Come, O come Emmanuel, hear our prayer and give us hope again.

A moment of silence for personal reflection and confession.

During the Sung Response, children are invited to come forward for the Children’s Moment.
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Re - joice! Re-joice! Em-man - wu - el shall come to thee, O Is - ra-el.

Proclamation of the Word

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Rachel Pedersen
Following the Children’s Moment, children K - grade 3 depart for their Sunday School classes.

SENDING HYMN Go Now Children With Our Blessing

= = =
. . : :

i

o

LT ".I:. - I e - —
L e
G mow, chibd-ren with our  bless-ing, Ly bove  and serve the_—  Lornd May Cioxl
l i ) [ p— y r—
| IF | | 1 1 ¥ i | - - i 1 i
PR S . . s ! 4 oa)
t-: I f I"
Bless  you, May God  guard you, May the ligw aof God shine v - pon wvou, and may
%.Fl_- jI! b F ] B |h' I { i I
A - — o —— - =  ——
Gind b gracipus 0y, May the pre-sence of God  be with  you. May the
1
s 1 r - F - -|.F — E
w | iy
pre - sence af T - be  with VM, undd give yul] peace.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rebecca Kirkpatrick
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 2:1-5
(pg. 631 in pew Bible)
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw peoples shall come and say, “Come, let
concerning Judah and Jerusalem. us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
In days to come the mountain of the to the house of the God of Jacob,
Lord’s house shall be established as that he may teach us his ways and that
the highest of the mountains and we may walk in his paths.” For out of
shall be raised above the hills; all Zion shall go forth instruction and the

the nations shall stream to it. Many word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He



shall judge between the nations

and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift

ANTHEM Gabriel's Message

up sword against nation; neither shall
they learn war any more. O house of
Jacob, come, let us walk

in the light of the Lord!

Carl Schalk

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; “All

hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady.” Gloria! “For known

a blessed mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee, thy Son shall

be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favored lady.” Gloria! Then gentle Mary

meekly bowed her head. “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. “My soul shall laud and
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magnify His holy name.” “Most highly favored lady.” Gloria! Of her Emmanuel, the Christ,

was born in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, and Christian folk throughout the

world will ever say: “Most highly favored lady.” Gloria!

SECOND LESSON Matthew 24:36-44
(pg. 27 in pew Bible)

“But about that day and hour no one
knows, neither the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. For as
the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. For as in the
days before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered
the ark, and they knew nothing until
the flood came and swept them all
away, so, too, will be the coming of the
Son of Man. Then two will be in the
field; one will be taken, and one will

One The Word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God.

SERMON On Guard

Andy Greenhow

be left. Two women will be grinding
meal together; one will be taken, and
one will be left. Keep awake, therefore,
for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming. But understand this:
if the owner of the house had known
in what part of the night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed awake
and would not have let his house be
broken into. Therefore you also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an hour you do not expect.

Andy Greenhow



Response to the Word

Please stand, if able.

HYMN 97 Watchman, Tell Us of the Night
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1 Watch-man, tell us of the night, what its signs of prom-ise are.
2 Watch-man, tell us of the night; high-er yet that star as-cends.
3 Watch-man, tell us of the night, for the morn-ing seems to dawn.
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Trav-eler, whata  won-drous sight: see that glo-ry-beam-ing star.
Trav-eler, bless-ed - ness and light, peace and truth its course por - tends.

Trav-eler, shad-ows take their flight; doubt and ter-ror are with-drawn.
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Watch-man, does its beau-teous ray news of joy or
Watch-man, will its beams a - lone gild the spot that

hope fore - tell?
gave them birth?

Watch-man, you may go your way; has-ten to your qui-et home.
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Trav-eler, yes; it brings the day, prom-ised day of Is-ra - el
Trav-eler, a-ges are its own; see, it bursts o’er all the earth.
Trav-eler, we re - joice to-day, for Em - man-u - el has come!
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INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP Melanie Hardison

OFFERTORY ANTHEM E’en So Lord Jesus Paul Manz
Peace be to you and grace from Him who freed us from our sins; Who loved us all and
shed His blood that we might saved be. Sing Holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God,
who was and is and is to come; Sing Holy Lord! Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell there-
in, rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is coming soon! E’en so, Lord Jesus, quick-
ly come, and night shall be no more; They need no light, nor lamp, nor sun, for Christ
will be their All!

Please fill in the Friendship Pad at the end of your pew; pass it down your row and back again.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION Melanie Hardison
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

One The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.
One Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
One Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.
SANCTUS PICARDY
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THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

All bread is gluten and casein free.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
Selections from “Suite no. 2" Louis Marchand
Jeffrey Brillhart, harpsichord

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Please stand, if able.
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BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE Andy Greenhow

POSTLUDE The World Awaiting the Savior

James Kealey, organist

Marcel Dupré



Worship Notes

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Cdr. and Mrs. George C.
McFarland

TODAY'S MUSIC
We enter the season of Advent with one of the most contemplative organ works of
Bach, a somber setting of Luther’s chorale, “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland” (Savior
of the Nations, Come). Bach so loved this chorale that he set it various times, includ-
ing in the form of a cantata. As Luther did so often, the melody’s roots come from the
4th century.

/9 [13

The service closes with Marcel Dupré's “The World Awaiting the Savior, the first
movement of a four-movement work about the life of Christ. The work had its first
life as an improvisation by Dupré during the Christmas season in the Grand Court of
Wanamaker’s Department Store.

During the service, the choir sings a lovely setting of Gabriel’s message by American
composer Carl Schalk and Paul Manz's now internationally beloved “E’en So, Lord Je-
sus, Quickly Come,” the only American work to make it into the King’s College annual
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols.

- Jeffrey Brillhart, Director of Muisc & Fine Arts
PLAYING THE CARILLON
Klaus Volpert
BULLETIN COVER
© Drawn to the Word/Paul Oman Fine Art. All Rights Reserved.
www.drawn-to-the-word.com



WELCOME TO
BRYN MAWR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Welcome to Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church as we begin this sacred season of Advent—a

time of waiting, watching, and preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ. In these weeks

of hope, peace, joy, and love, we are invited to slow down, listen deeply, and look for God’s

presence breaking into our lives and our world.

Whether you're joining us regularly or worshiping here for the first time, were grateful for your

presence. Through worship, fellowship, and service, may this season draw us closer to God

and to one another as we journey toward the light of Christmas. Inside this bulletin, you'll find

ways to engage more fully in the life of our community.

— The Pastors of Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church

NEW HERE?

We are pleased that you are joining us as we
worship God this morning. We invite you

to introduce yourself to one of our pastors
following the worship service. All of our
programs, ministries, and opportunities for
mission are open to everyone. Learn more

at bmpc.org

T-COIL HEARING LOOP AVAILABLE

BMPC’s Sanctuary and Congregational Hall
are equipped with a T-Coil hearing loop sys-
tem to enhance sound clarity for those with
hearing aids or cochlear implants with a tele-
coil (“T” setting). Portable receiver units are
also available in the Sanctuary upon request.
We hope this technology enriches your wor-
ship experience!

CHILDCARE ON SUNDAY

Childcare is available on Sundays from
7:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for children ages six
months and older. Please contact the Rev.
Rachel Pedersen, RachelPedersen@bmpc.

org or Childcare Coordinator Erika Henry,
childcare@bmpc.org with any questions.

LIVESTREAMED CHURCH SERVICES
Our Sunday 10:00 a.m. service is livestreamed
and can be viewed at www.bmpc.org/live or

on our YouTube channel. A recording of the
service will also be available on our Worship
Services website page and Vimeo channel
starting Monday. If you are attending in
person and prefer not to be on camera, please
speak with an usher who will seat you in an
area off camera.
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Announcements

TODAY

Christmas Flower Donations. Today

is the last day that donations may be

made in memory of loved ones, in honor of
someone special, or in celebration of a joyful
milestone such as a marriage, retirement,
birth, or baptism. These gifts not only adorn
our worship spaces for Christmas Eve but
also support our year-round flower ministry,
bringing comfort and care through the
Deacons’ flower deliveries. To participate,
please complete the form at bit.ly/
BMPCChristmasFlowers

Bryn Mawr Gives Love. Stewardship 2026.

The JBMC, the Joint Budget Management
Committee, is made up of Elders, Trustees,
and Clergy, and sets the budget months in
advance of the start of the year. The budget
covers almost all aspects of BMPC life, from
salaries to mission and outreach. The 2026
budget was based on what we hope our
members will pledge and give. The 2026
budget, supported by 2026 Stewardship,

is higher than last year’s budget. It is your
pledges that allow church leadership to
develop a thoughtful budget. We hope you
will consider increasing your pledge this year
or, if you have not pledged before, consider a
pledge this year. Thank you!

UPCOMING & ONGOING

Advent Story Path Labyrinth. Walking

a labyrinth during the season of Advent
provides a meaningful way to journey to
Bethlehem. The small labyrinth is open daily
during Advent, Monday through Friday, 8:00

a.m. - 7:00 p.m., Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00
p.m., and Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. in the
Chapel. Contact KikiMcKendrick@bmpc.org

Advent Harpsichord Series. Tuesdays,
Dec. 2,9, 16, and 23, noon, Sanctuary. Take
a midweek musical break this Advent with
our Tuesday at Noon Harpsichord Series,
featuring performances by John Walthausen,
Silvanio Reis, Jeffrey Brillhart, and Gabriel
Benton. Enjoy beautiful early and Baroque
music on BMPC’s exquisite 1966 William
Dowd-built Robert Hauptfuhrer Memorial
Harpsichord. Experience a peaceful and
inspiring pause in the Sanctuary each
Tuesday of Advent.

Christmas Angels. Gifts due by Fri., Dec.

5. Help share the joy of Christmas! In
partnership with Gemma Services, BMPC is
collecting gifts for children in need. Gemma
has created a BMPC-specific Amazon Wish
List: bit.ly/BMPCchristmas, where each
child’s name appears in small print under

the item description. You may select one gift
or all three for a child, and all items will ship
directly to Gemma. Please include “From
BMPC” in the gift message. Gift cards are also
greatly appreciated. The most helpful are

$25 cards to Amazon, ShopRite, Target, Visa,
or Walmart, and may be dropped off at the
Ministries Center front desk.

Prologue to Epilogue: Considering the
Musical Narrative of Advent & Christmas.
Sun., Dec. 7, 11:15 a.m., Congregational

Hall. Come explore how sacred music tells
the story of Advent and Christmas—from
anticipation to incarnation. We'll examine
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the musical selections and texts featured in
this year’s Christmas concert, uncovering
the theological and emotional threads that
run through the season’s beloved works and
carols. Join us for an opportunity to get to
know James Kealey, who will transition into
the role of Director of Music and Fine Arts
this January.

Live Nativity & Advent Workshop,
followed by Evening Worship. Sun., Dec. 7,
3:30 p.m., Front Lawn & Sanctuary. Families
are invited to dress for the weather and
experience the Christmas Story, meeting live
animals and actors while creating ornaments
and simple gifts to share. Evening worship
and carol singing will follow at 4:30 p.m. in
the Sanctuary. Volunteers needed! Contact
MaryRichards@bmpc.org

Carols and Cocoa. Wed., Dec. 10, 6:30

p.m., Congregational Hall. Join us for a
festive evening of Christmas cheer! Come
for Wednesday Night Dinner at 5:30 p.m.
(regular dinner fee applies) or just come

for caroling and cocoa at 6:30 p.m. We'll
sing favorite Christmas carols—sacred and
secular—while enjoying hot cocoa and
cookies. Wear a festive sweater, bring cookies
to share, and add your favorite carols to

the song list! Sign-up sheets are available at
Wednesday Night Dinner or online at bit.ly/
BMPCCarolsAndCocoa Contact LizEllis@

bmpc.org
Rainbow Reindeer Games. Sun., Dec. 14,
11:00 a.m., Gym & Front Lawn. Current 5th-

12th graders are invited to participate in
this fellowship event. We will provide pizza

and play ridiculously fun games. Friends are
welcome to join. Registration required: bit.ly/
RainbowRG2025 Contact AndyGreenhow@

bmpc.org

The Rev. Melanie Hardison, Associate
Pastor of Congregational Care. Sun., Dec.
14, 11:15 a.m., Fullerton Room. Join us for

a Sunday morning conversation led by the
Rev. Melanie Hardison as we explore faith,
ministry, and community together. This series
offers a chance to reflect, share stories, and
get to know Pastor Melanie as she begins her
ministry among us.

Prologue to Epilogue: Christmas Concert.
Sun., Dec. 14, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Join

us for ‘Prologue to Epilogue: Christmas
Concert, a new candlelit musical tradition

at BMPC, inspired by the Lessons and Carols
tradition. Through scripture, choral anthems,
congregational carols, and brass-led music,
this service offers a thoughtful retelling of the
Advent and Christmas story—from ancient
prophecy to Christ’s birth—illuminating
themes of longing, hope, and divine promise
in the warm glow of our Sanctuary.

Youth & Young Adult Pilgrimage to Taizé.
Sat., July 10 - Mon., July 20. Current Youth
(Ages 15 years and older) and Young Adults
(Ages 20-30 years), are invited to a pilgrimage
to the ecumenical monastic community

at Taizé, France. Participants will have an
opportunity to slow down, spend time in
prayer and worship, and enjoy the company
of young pilgrims from all over the world.
Register by Wed., Dec. 31. Current Youth:
bit.ly/YouthTaize2026 Young Adults: bit.ly/
YoungAdultTaize Contact AndyGreenhow@

bmpc.org
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CARING AND SHARING

Join Us in the Fight Against Hunger.
Through the BMPC Hunger Fund, our
congregation supports more than eighteen
food pantries and feeding programs in
Greater Philadelphia and helps provide over
1,000 casseroles each year. Your gifts make
this possible and strengthen the work of our
partners serving neighbors in need. Give
using the white Hunger Envelopes in your
pew rack or make a one-time or recurring gift
online: onrealm.org/bmpc/give/hunger

Advent Giving to Mission. Sundays through
Dec. 21, 11:15 a.m., Atrium. AGM provides the
opportunity to purchase alternative gifts at
Christmas for friends and family in support of
a wide variety of partners around the world.

AGM representatives will be present in the
Atrium before and after worship to place
orders and answer questions about mission
groups and their chosen projects. Orders may
also be placed online at www.BrynMawrAGM.
com

Serve Dinner at the Ardmore Food Pantry.
The Ardmore Food Pantry offers a community
meal on Monday evenings during pantry
hours. On the second Monday of each month,
they serve BMPC Hunger Casseroles. Two

to three volunteers from BMPC are needed
on those Monday nights to serve dinner

from 5:15 to 7:00 p.m. If you are interested in
volunteering for one month or on a regular
basis, sign up at bit.ly/AFPDinner Contact
RebeccaKirkpatrick@bmpc.org
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30

7:45a.m.  Childcare (infant - age 5), Ed. Bldg., Rm. 101

8:00a.m.  Worship with Communion, Chapel

8:30 am.  Sunday Morning Discussion Group, Cannon Room

8:45am. Art@9, Ed.Bldg., Rm. 102

9:00 a.m. Member Perspectives Exhibit, Gallery

9:55a.m.  Sunday School Ages 2s, 3s, and Pre-K, Ed. Bldg.

10:00 a.m. Worship with Families (Gr. 4-12), Sanctuary

10:00 a.am. Worship with Communion and Sanctuary Choir,
Sanctuary & Livestreamed

10:15a.m. Sunday School K-3rd Grade, Ed. Bldg.

11:00 a.m. Family Fellowship, Ed. Bldg. Hall

11:00 a.m. Atrium Cafe, Atrium

11:00 a.m. Advent Labyrinth Walk, Children’s Chapel

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1

All Day Advent Labyrinth Walk, Children’s Chapel

12:00 p.m. Prayer Partner Gathering, Cannon Room

6:30 p.m.  Youth Ministry Council, Gym Youth Lounge

7:30 pm.  FIT4MOM DELCO, Gymnasium

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2

All Day Advent Labyrinth Walk, Children’s Chapel

9:00 a.m.  Yoga for Life (hybrid), Gymnasium

10:30 a.m. TaiChi (hybrid), Gymnasium

12:00 p.m. Advent Harpsichord Recital, Sanctuary

1:00 p.m.  Dance for Parkinson’s Disease, Gymnasium

6:00 p.m.  Bells of Bryn Mawr Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room

6:45p.m. BMPC Tutoring Program, Ed. Bldg. Hall

7:00 p.m.  Deacons Meeting, Fullerton Room
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3

All Day Advent Labyrinth Walk, Children’s Chapel

10:00 a.m. Coffee Cup Bible Study, Cannon Room

430 pm.  Wednesday Connection Group, Converse House Parlor
4:30 pm.  Piano Class A, Fine Arts Center

5:00 p.m.  Chorister Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room

5:00 p.m.  Junior Chorister Rehearsal, Ed. Bldg. Hall

5:30 pm. Wednesday Night Dinner, Congregational Hall

6:00 p.m.  Piano Class B, Fine Arts Center

7:00 pm.  Student Serve, Gym Youth Lounge

7.00 p.m. LGBTQ@BMPC, Converse House Parlor

7:00 pm.  Worldwide Ministries Council Meeting, Cannon Room
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4

All Day Advent Labyrinth Walk, Children’s Chapel

9:30 am.  Singing for Life Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room

6:00 pm. Refugee Support Committee Meeting, Cannon Room
6:15p.m.  Choir Leadership Meeting, Gloucester Room

7:00 pm.  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5

All Day Advent Labyrinth Walk, Children’s Chapel

4.00 p.m.  Middle School Retreat at Johnsonburg, Off campus
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6

All Day Middle School Retreat at Johnsonburg, Off campus
7:00 am.  Fit4Mom, Gymnasium

7:00 am.  Saturday Morning Men's Connection Group, Converse House Parlor
9:00 a.am.  Advent Labyrinth Walk, Children’s Chapel

1:30 p.m.  Jerry Messina Reception, Congregational Hall

3:00 pm.  Lyric Fest Concert: Biography in Music, Sanctuary
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7

8:00a.m. Worship with Communion, Chapel

10:00 a.am. Worship with Sanctuary Choir, Sanctuary and Livestreamed

The Rev. Melanie Hardison will preach.
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Your generosity can make a profound
difference at Bryn Mawr Presbyterian
Church. Join us in spreading love

and hope by giving at bit.ly/
BMPCGiveOnline or simply scan the

QR code to the right. Every donation,
no matter the size, fuels our mission
to create a more faithful, just, and
compassionate community. Together,

let’s make a lasting impact!

BrynMawr

Presbyterian Church

CONNECT WITH US

BrynMawrPres

o user/brynmawrpres

Worship Staff

Andy Greenhow, Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families
Melanie Hardison, Associate Pastor for Congregational Care
Rebecca Kirkpatrick, Associate Pastor for Adult Education & Mission
Rachel Pedersen, Associate Pastor for Children & Family Ministry
Jeffrey Brillhart, Director of Music & Fine Arts

James Kealey, Co-Director of Music & Fine Arts

Daniel Carroll, Organ Scholar



